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May 31, 2022 
 
Via eFiling 
 
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20426 
 
Re: Northern Natural Gas Company  

Docket No. CP20-487-000  
South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement 

 Unanticipated Discoveries 
 
Dear Ms. Bose: 
 

Northern Natural Gas (Northern) hereby submits for filing with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in the above-referenced docket 
information regarding unanticipated discoveries found at two separate locations – 
one location on the A-line and one location on the Ponca branch line as more fully 
described below. 
 
A-line Unanticipated Discovery: 
 

On April 26, 2022, the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska (Omaha Tribe) cultural 
monitors observed bone fragments within the construction corridor of the A-line. 
Following the project’s Unanticipated Discoveries Plan, Northern took the following 
actions: (1) the cultural monitors notified the environmental inspector; (2) temporary 
orange safety fencing was installed to mark the location and prevent construction 
activities in the area; and (3) Northern’s contract representative was notified of the 
find. Stantec Consulting Services, Inc., Northern’s third-party contractor, requested 
R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, Inc. (RCG&A) provide an archeologist to 
examine and record the cultural resource. A copy of Addendum Report 2 to the 
cultural resource inventory report is attached.  

 
On April 27-28, 2022, RCG&A archeologist Dr. Shannon R. Ryan worked 

with the cultural monitors to document and delineate site 25DX164, located within 
the construction corridor. All correspondence sent/received to date is attached, 
including emails and a phone log with the Tribes as well as the May 6, 2022, letter 
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from Dave Williams, State Archaeologist, indicating he has no concerns with the 
discovery. Also attached is the May 12, 2022, letter from John Swigart, Nebraska 
State Historic Preservation Office, concurring the portion of site 25DX164 located 
within the project construction corridor is not eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP); that no further archeological investigation is 
necessary at this location; and construction may resume. On May 13, 2022, FERC 
staff also verbally confirmed the site within the workspace is not eligible for listing in 
the NRHP and that construction could resume. 
 
Ponca Branch Line Unanticipated Discovery: 
 

On May 10, 2022, bones were discovered on the edge of the construction 
corridor for the Ponca branch line. Temporary safety fencing was installed around 
the area and the appropriate notifications were made. RCG&A conducted a survey 
of the area and concluded that the bones are likely from a roadkill animal. A copy of 
RCG&A’s summary report as well as all correspondence sent/received to date, 
including the May 12, 2022, email from FERC staff concurring construction could 
resume, is attached. Construction has resumed at this location. 
 
 Certain of the attached correspondence and reports contain confidential 
information regarding information on the location and specific details of potential 
cultural resources and has therefore been labeled “CUI//PRIV ---DO NOT 
RELEASE (PRIVILEGED).” Pursuant to 18 CFR section 388.112, Northern 
requests confidential and privileged treatment of this information due to the 
confidential nature of the contents. The person to be contacted regarding the 
request for privileged and confidential treatment is as follows: 
 
  Michael T. Loeffler 
  Senior Director, Certificates and External Affairs 
  Northern Natural Gas Company 
  1111 South 103rd Street 
  Omaha, NE 68124-1000 
  Telephone:  402-398-7077 
  Email: mike.loeffler@nngco.com 
 
 Any questions regarding the filing should be directed to the undersigned at 
(402) 398-7103. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/signed/ Michael T. Loeffler 
 
Michael T. Loeffler 
Senior Director, Certificates and External Affairs 
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Martens, Donna (Northern Natural Gas)

From: Williams, Dave <Dave.Williams@nebraska.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 8:23 AM
To: Plucker, Terry (Northern Natural Gas); Dawn Ramsey; Dolberg, Jill
Cc: Martens, Donna (Northern Natural Gas); Loeffler, Michael (Northern Natural Gas)
Subject: [INTERNET] RE: CUI/PRIV - CP20-487 Unanticipated discovery on Northern Natural Gas's 

South Sioux City to Sioux Falls Replacement Project 

THIS MESSAGE IS FROM AN EXTERNAL SENDER. 
Look closely at the SENDER address. Do not open ATTACHMENTS unless expected. Check for INDICATORS of 
phishing. Hover over LINKS before clicking. Learn to spot a phishing message 
Good morning, Terry, 

In regard to the Nebraska Unmarked Human Burial Sites and Skeletal Remains Protection Act, I have no concerns with 
the results of the unanticipated discovery and results of the supplemental testing at 25DX164. Jill and Dawn will need to 
verify concurrence for the Not Eligible recommendation. 

Please let me know if you need any further information from the State Archeology Office. 

Thank you for your prompt response to this discovery and for your assistance with the documentation and protection of 
Nebraska’s archeological resources. 

Dave Williams 
State Archeologist 

5050 N. 32nd St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68504 
402-219-2759
dave.williams@nebraska.gov    |   history.nebraska.gov 

P r e s e r v i n g  t h e  P a s t .  B u i l d i n g  t h e  F u t u r e  

 

Some people who received this message don't often get email from dave.williams@nebraska.gov. Learn why this is important 
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Martens, Donna (Northern Natural Gas)

From: Dawn Ramsey <Dawn.Ramsey@ferc.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 6:57 AM
To: Plucker, Terry (Northern Natural Gas); Jill.Dolberg@nebraska.gov; 

dave.williams@nebraska.gov
Cc: Martens, Donna (Northern Natural Gas)
Subject: RE: [INTERNET] SSC to SF A-Line Replacement Project, May 10, 2022 Unanticipated find

THIS MESSAGE IS FROM AN EXTERNAL SENDER. 
Look closely at the SENDER address. Do not open ATTACHMENTS unless expected. Check for INDICATORS of 
phishing. Hover over LINKS before clicking. Learn to spot a phishing message  
Good morning Terry, 

FERC has no issue with construction resuming at the workspace as long as the SHPO also concurs with the assessment 
detailed in the report. Please make sure to file all documents and correspondence associated with this find and the 
previous discovery to the project docket. Remember, all materials filed with the Commission containing location, 
character, and ownership information about cultural resources must have the cover and any relevant pages therein 
clearly labeled in bold lettering: “CUI/PRIV –DO NOT RELEASE.”  

Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

Thanks, 

Dawn Ramsey 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Dawn.Ramsey@ferc.gov 
202-502-6856 
 

From: Plucker, Terry (Northern Natural Gas) <Terry.Plucker@nngco.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2022 5:24 PM 
To: Dawn Ramsey <Dawn.Ramsey@ferc.gov>; Jill.Dolberg@nebraska.gov; dave.williams@nebraska.gov 
Subject: FW: [INTERNET] SSC to SF A-Line Replacement Project, May 10, 2022 Unanticipated find 
 

R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates has completed their survey of the bones found May 10, 2022 north of 25DX164 
and concluded that they are likely a roadkill animal. Below is a summary of the findings and a copy of their brief report 
and photos. Northern will release this portion of the workspace to the contractor, and leave the portion of the 
workspace occupied by 25DX164 closed until FERC concurs that construction may resume.   

 

Terry Plucker 
Manager – Construction Environmental Compliance 
Northern Natural Gas Company 
402-398-7226 –Office 
402-332-7081–Cell 
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